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too beautiful boy of unknown origin,' called
Keppel. When it came to marriage he had
the good fortune to get for a wife his first cousin,
Mary Stuart, grandchild, like himself, to Charles I
of England, and daughter of James, Duke of
York, who was later to be James II of England.
The marriage was intrigued for, perhaps reluct-
antly, but at any rate decisively, by Charles II,
who was King of England at the time, and
who wanted to keep a foot in both camps,
Catholic and Protestant. There were no children
of that marriage, and the Princess Mary was
next door to being deficient, so unintelligent
was she. But the extreme importance of the
marriage lay in this: that the wife this young
William of Orange had married was the next
heir to the throne of England at the time when
her father} James II, should succeed his brother,
Charles II.
This Mary, William's wife, had been brought
up a Protestant, as a piece of state-craft insisted
upon by Charles II, her uncle, who was the
reigning king during her girlhood. He hoped
thus to save the dynasty by counteracting
the effect of his brother's conversion. Mary's
mother, Anne Hyde, the daughter of Lord
Clarendon, a woman of strong character and
intelligence, had been converted to Catholic-
ism, and she had brought over her husband.